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April 30, 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Since hearing the news of the devastating earthquake in Nepal, we have all been discussing 
the horror and sadness of this natural disaster.  We have seen the destruction and daily we 
hear of the rising number of people who have lost their lives.  In recent times, we have been 
spectators of so many natural disasters, but the generous people of the Diocese of Hamilton 
have always moved from spectator to participator, helping in the relief of suffering people.   
 
Therefore, I am authorizing a special collection for the Canadian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace to be taken up in all parishes on the weekend of May 9-10, 2015.  
Development and Peace works with Caritas Internationalis to provide emergency assistance in 
this and similar crises.  Parishes are asked to forward their collection to the Chancery Office 
by May 19, 2015.   
 
Our government has made the decision to launch a Matching Fund Program for the responses 
to the Nepal earthquake.  Funds collected must be submitted to Development and Peace by 
May 25, 2015.  With this in mind, I would like to suggest that all who are blessed with gainful 
employment consider a donation of twenty-five dollars or more.  When we join together as a 
Diocesan family we can do much to help alleviate the suffering of the people of Nepal. 
 
Before placing your offering in an envelope, may you pause to thank God for the blessings 
you have received and reflect on the profound instruction of Jesus, “whatever you do for the 
least of my brothers and sisters you do for me”. 
 
Sincerely in the Risen Christ and Mary Immaculate, 
 

+Douglas Crosby, OMI 
 
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI 
Bishop of Hamilton 

/cd 

WE ASK OUR ST. AGNES 
PARISHIONERS  

to put their  donation in a plain white 
envelope or use one of  the pink 

envelopes in the pew.  
Write on ‘Nepal Earthquake’ ,  a long 

with your name, address and 
envelope number,  i f  you have one.  
Make any cheques payable to St.  

Agnes Parish.   
Money col lected wil l  be forwarded to 
the Chancery Off ice by May 19,  2015 


