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Welcome Back 
2011 Parish 

Council Members 
 

Fr. Piotr Machnacki 
  

Elizabeth Ingle,  
President  

Marilynne Feeney 
Eva Huschilt  

Judy Kerr 
Ed MacIntosh 
Anne McKellar 
Laura Moniz 
 Mary Scott  

 Alfie Scozzaro-
Renon  

Rachel Trump 
 

Retiring   
Natalie Schill  
Chris Thorpe 
Mike VanDam 
Thank you!  

 
Welcome 

Becky Dmitrienko 
Greg Frost  

Koni Klaming 
Tony Maruna   

 
Vacancies  

Communications 
Volunteer 

Coordinator 
Positions at large  

  
 

Dear Families of St. Agnes Parish,  

Welcome back and happy Thanksgiving Weekend to you all! 

On the occasion of Thanksgiving Day, I would like to express my personal gratitude 
and thanksgiving to God and to you – dear Parishioners. Only a few hours and you, 
your families and friends, will surround the table with a big and tasty turkey. It will be 
a time when you lift your eyes to heaven with a prayer of thanksgiving for everything 
that has happened in the past year, and you will extend your good hands with hope 
for the blessed future.  

Thanksgiving is a time when we recognize the blessings in our lives – a time to be 
thankful for our family, friends, and our community of St. Agnes. I am thankful for 
having the privilege to be your pastor and friend. I am thankful for our spiritual and 
pastoral leaders, for the men, women, and children of St. Agnes Parish. Each day that 
passes, I am amazed by the dedication and love of the St. Agnes community and its 
blessed future. Thank you to all who have given their time in the past and who 
dedicate themselves, their time and their talents, to keeping our parish running. Also, 
to the many who have been working on the roof project, both directly and through 
their prayers.  

Dear Parishioners, although we have not formally announced our fundraising program 
for the restoration of our church, many of you have been working on this.  

On behalf of the parishioners of St. Agnes, I want to thank and acknowledge the 
dedication of our Bingo volunteers: Julie Nafzinger, Marg Allen, Teresa Milton, Shirley 
Pink, Carol Kawalec, Mary Godwin, Ian Moore, Rita Hammer, Sylvia Boegel, Marg 
Weber, Doug Weber, Judy Reitzel, John Reitzel, Anne McKellar, and Ken Gies.  Under 
the leadership of Bill Weiler, the fruits of their labor provided the first $10,000 for the 
initial installment of the roof project. Thank you very much, Bill and to all our 
volunteers. It is a good beginning of our fundraising project.  

 I hope you find that you have many things to be thankful for – both materially and 
spiritually. When you can, I encourage you to help others by sharing with them the 
Good News and affording them the opportunity to receive their reward in the 
Kingdom of God.  

Blessings to you and your families during this Thanksgiving Sunday and Monday.   

 Fr. Piotr Machnacki, SAC 
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St. Agnes Parish Council President, Elizabeth Ingle 

This edition arrives in a season of “change” – beautiful autumn, 
rich in color, bursting with change.  It is also a reflective season, 
calling us to focus on Gratitude for all of our blessings.  On these 
two themes of gratitude and change, I would like to welcome you 
all to this 3rd edition of the Parish Council Newsletter.  Your 
Parish, like the trees, is flush with change....restoration and 
renovation, inside and out. 

Many roles have changed since late spring and through the 
summer.  Our Pastoral Assistant, Joanne Thorpe has left this 
position, and is now an elementary school Chaplain with the 
Waterloo Catholic District School Board, but do note that she will 

continue her Sunday School and Children’s Liturgy roles at St. Agnes.  We express our thanks to Joanne for her 
many years of commitment and service to the parish and to the many lives she nurtured through Sacramental 
Preparation.  Ed MacIntosh, parishioner and Chaplain of St. David High School, is now taking on the Pastoral 
Assistant role at the parish in a part time capacity.  He will be working together with Sister Aracely of St. 
Clement’s Parish in Preston, who will be guiding our Grade 2’s to their First Holy Communion, while Ed will 
focus on our Grade 8 Confirmation preparation.   We thank them for committing their time and talents in this 
role and wish them well as they launch these programs with our schools. 

Thanks go out as well to members of Parish Council who stepped down in the spring:  Randy Palach, Finance 
Chair, Mike Van Dam and Chris Thorpe, Co-Chairs of Maintenance, and Natalie Schill our past representative 
for St. Agnes School.   Many thanks for your service to St. Agnes. 

Change of course brings new growth and new energy, and if we keep our minds open to witness the 
possibilities the opportunities abound.  We welcome new members to our Council this year...parishioners who 
bring new skills and perspectives to our team:  Greg Frost and Tony Maruna, Co-Chairs of our Finance 
Committee together with Fr. Piotr and Finance Team members Janet Levis and Maureen Ross. We also 
welcome Ed MacIntosh, Pastoral Assistant and Liturgy, and Koni Klaming and Becky Dmitrienko, sharing the 
role of Parish Representative for St. Agnes School.  We are very grateful to these talented and committed 
individuals for their contribution to the growth and renewal of our parish community. 

Fr. Piotr has seen change in his ministry over these months as well, most recently with his appointment to the 
role of Canadian Delegate of Christ The King Province of Pallotine Fathers in Canada, in this his 25th Jubilee 
Year.  Congratulations Fr. Piotr! 
 

Cont/… 
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Restoration… renovation...ah, the roof.  Our journey continues but rest assured, is coming to the phase of 
completion.  Thank-you for your patience through a challenging project, as we encountered a few surprises 
and delays along the way.  Soon we will undergo repairs to the interior, with the repair and painting of our 
ceiling along with the addition of directional lighting in the back corners to illuminate the beauty of the statues 
of Joseph and Mary.   

In closing, let us look with optimism to the months and years ahead with a Vision of rebuilding...restoration 
and renovation – not just of our building, but of our St. Agnes Community.  When our minds can so easily drift 
to frustration about what is “wrong”, let’s adopt that attitude of gratitude and focus on what is “right”, and 
then move forward with our minds on “the possibilities”, and an eye on growth. 

Our St. Agnes community needs each and every one of us if we are to grow.  Please think of how you and your 
family might contribute just a little time, or a bit of your gifts and talents to a group or area in need within the 
parish....gardening, doing a small fix-it job if needed, updating our website, watering flowers....many hands 
make light work.  Please call Judy in the office and let her know that you are available to help. 

The recipe for a thriving community has many ingredients.   Please consider this question  
then:  “How can I be an ingredient in this recipe of growth?”   
 
Let’s build, renovate and restore our Parish, inside and out, together. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and to your families. 

With Gratitude,  

Elizabeth Ingle,  
President, Parish Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
 

To date we have received $27,655.76 toward our roof: 
Kieswetter Excavating  $10,767.00  
Our St. Agnes Bingo                  $10,000.00 
St. Agnes CWL                            $3,000.00 
Memorial Donations                 $1,250.00    
Jam Sales                                     $318.76 
Anonymous                                 $200.00 
Tuesday Morning Group           $105.00 
 
and to the many individuals and families who have made 
donations as well.  
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Welcome New Parish Council Members! 

Koni Klaming and Becky Dmitrienko, St. Agnes School Reps (shared)  

Hi! I am Koni. I am a wife and a mother of two children who attend St. Agnes School. We have been members 
of St. Agnes church for two years. I have been teaching with the WCDSB for 15 years. Becky, my partner in this 
role is married to Bruce, and has two adorable boys, Ben and Brody both at St. Agnes. She works as a 
behavioural consultant and a co-founder of Behavioural Intervention Services (BIS). 

 
Greg Frost, Finance Committee  
Hello there! I've been a parishioner since I was age 7; our family moved to Waterloo in 
1967 and enjoyed being part of the community. I have a wonderful wife Leanne of 17 
years and two beautiful children, Taylor 13 and Connor age 10. I'm and investment 
advisor with Dundee Wealth in Waterloo and our family enjoys soccer and boating in 
the summer and skiing and the outdoors all year round. 

  
 

Ed MacIntosh, Pastoral Assistant. 
 Ed and his wife Debbie are very involved in the music program at St. Agnes. You will 
often see Debbie playing the organ during Sunday Mass, with their two children, 
Charlie and Alice sitting close by. Ed is also a Chaplain of St. David High School. 
Welcome to Parish Council.   
 
 

 
 

Tony Maruna, Finance Committee  
 Marina and I have been married for 16 years, and have 4 children: 
Julia, Gabriela, Sime, and Sofia who all attend St. Luke’s school.   
Over the last 15 years, I have enjoyed a progressive career at 
Scotiabank, BDC, and now Roynat Capital. I am happy to offer my 
services by way of participating in the Finance Committee, to 
ensure there is good management and accountability for our 
parishioners.  Our Church Community and its members have a lot 
of potential and I believe that as a growing community here in 
Waterloo, that we have so much potential in our future. 
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 A Thank you to Joanne Thorpe 

“When I was asked to write something in recognition of Joanne Thorpe I was excited.  Upon 
starting, I was hesitant and I asked myself why?  I soon realized that I was afraid of this 

being the means to an end!  I was mistaken, this is a new beginning.” Natalie Schill. 

Joanne Thorpe was raised here in Kitchener/Waterloo. She went to university at Western in London, Ontario. 
She moved to Toronto to look for work and stumbled upon, whom she refers to as her rock, Chris Thorpe. 
Joanne and Chris married in 1982, and moved to Waterloo in 1984, with their nine month old daughter, 
Shannon.  Three years after that, they celebrated the birth of their second child, Andrew. Joanne and Chris 
have been parishioners at St. Agnes now for 24 years.  They became Baptism teachers in their early years at 
the parish and since then have worn many hats in helping make St. Agnes what is today. Joanne recalls the 
time, 19 years ago, when Father Joe Dephoff and her were having a conversation about how they could make 
Father's life easier, with him being the only priest at our Church.  Little did Joanne know that the next 18 years 
would be devoted to families, children, schools and their faith. What started as 20 hours a week turned out to 
be a full-time job and one that would shape the youth in our faith and create memories for our families and 
schools that would last a lifetime. We did a rough calculation and it is estimated that Joanne has witnessed 
and guided some 3000 youths in their Holy Sacraments, what an amazing accomplishment!  

I mentioned earlier that Joanne has worn many hats.  Just to mention a few: Joanne has guided our youth 
groups, children’s choir, children’s liturgy, Sunday school, parish council so many to mention. Joanne will 
continue to be an active person in many of these programs but will be moving on from her official role as 
pastoral assistant and will now start her "New Beginning" as an Elementary school Chaplin with the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board. In her new role, she will be taking care of 15 elementary schools associated 
with 6 different parishes in Kitchener.  She will be doing things like faith formation for children and teachers, 

planning and leading retreats, liturgical celebrations, pastoral care 
and many other roles. 

Joanne did share with me that she does miss her day-to-day contact 
with our 3 sister schools and the children she has learned to love as 
her own. She wishes all the best over this transition year at St. Agnes 
Parish.  She is so very grateful that she can still be a part of our 
Masses and our Sunday school program and will still be an active 
parishioner.   

 Joanne, on behalf of St. Agnes Parish, St. Agnes School, St. Michaels 
School and St. Luke’s school, you will always be in our hearts and in 

our souls leading, guiding and being our go to “Church Lady”. With many thanks and many tears we will miss 

you and wish you all the best in your New Beginning!   - Natalie Schill  
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We have a plan - Friend raising & Fundraising  
As a concept, friend raising is about building relationships that are 
sustainable and one of genuine care and concern - each party involved is 
there for the benefit of each other and not for financial prospects or 
purposes (Wikipedia).  

 As a council, we are aware of the demanding financial needs of this parish.  
Although we have successfully financed the roof, we now have to work at 
paying this money back over time.  Managing the debt and our overhead 

expenses are not unique to just our Church, however we need to ensure that a plan is in place to raise 
funds. As a result, we have developed a fundraising plan in collaboration with the new Finance 
Committee.  This will ensure that future generations can continue to practice their Faith and benefit 
from the community that St Agnes Church brings together. 

As a group, we have chosen to focus our efforts into friend-raising; it is the foundation of a long term, solid 
fundraising plan. We invite you to join us on this journey. Together, we will enjoy each other, celebrate, create 
memories, worship, and we will repay or restoration loan to the diocese as well as maintain the expenses of 
the parish community. Join us on this journey.  

Our Friend-raising Vision:   

As a church family and as followers of Jesus, we are called to continue his work by: 
• Providing a welcoming environment where relationships can flourish.  

• Arranging activities that develop and strengthen our community. 

• Identifying and responding to opportunities to show commitment to our parish community and their needs. 

• Encouraging fundraising opportunities that are on-going, simple and convenient. 

Upcoming Events! 

Christmas Bazaar – December 3rd and 4th 2011.  Celebrate the holidays with us! This two day event will 
feature holiday baking, treats, poinsettias, Christmas accessories, and a visit from Santa. Exhibitors are 
welcome. 

St. Agnes Pasta Dinner – January 22nd, 2012. Enjoy another authentic Italian dinner prepared for you by the 
Renon Family – on the Feast day of our patron, St. Agnes. Tickets on sale starting December 2011. 

St. Agnes Parish Spring Cleaning Extravaganza Sale! – Saturday March 24th 2012   - A sale exclusively for 
items for children 12 years and younger. We are looking volunteers, and gently used items. More information 
to come!  
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Celebrate the holidays with us! 
St. Agnes Christmas Bazaar 
December 3rd and 4th 2011. 

  

Our Vision: is to provide a two day Christmas Bazaar for the entire community to enjoy, that 
will showcase parishioners with small businesses; provide a one-stop Christmas shopping 
opportunity; and to generate revenue for the restoration and maintenance of the church.   

 
We are planning for a Bistro with homemade hot food, bake sale, 

poinsettias sale, holiday accessories, individual vendors, a visit from  
St. Nick and more! 

 

Help us make this event a huge success! We need help!  

So if you can bake, move some chairs, decorate, are good at making gift 
baskets, like to gift wrap, can flip pancakes, can pick up and deliver items, 
enjoy the company of others, and have ideas…we need you   

  

For more information please contact: 
Alfie Scozzaro – Renon: ascozzaro@hotmail.com 
Marilynne Feeney: marilynne-feeney@rogers.com 
 

mailto:ascozzaro@hotmail.com�
mailto:marilynne-feeney@rogers.com�
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St. Agnes Parish 
Spring Cleaning 

Extravaganza Sale! 
 

A sale exclusively for items for children 12 
years and younger. 

 
Please donate your gently used toys, 
books, clothes, maternity clothes, and 

baby items! 

Saturday, March 24th 2012 
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The St Agnes Parish Annual Poinsettia Sale 
 

Help us sell poinsettias which will raise funds for the maintenance 
of our Parish!  

Help spread the word and increase sales! 
Collect orders from your place of work 

Advertise our sale within your social network groups 
Encourage family and friends to place orders 

 

Pricing:        

4.5”inch  $6.00    (not available in burgundy) 
6” inch $10.00 (1 plant per pot) 
7.5” inch $20.00 (2 plants per pot) 
10”inch $30.00 (4 plants per pot)  
Prices include HST 

 

Orders Due:   
Sunday November 27th, 2011 
Payment Due at Pick-Up (Cash or Cheque to St. Agnes Parish) 
 
Order Pick-up:  

• Weekend of December 3rd/4th after all Masses and just like last year, our St. Agnes 
Poinsettias will fill the altar and be blessed during Masses on pick-up day! 

 

Thank-you for your continued support! All proceeds of the sale will support the on-going 
expenses and maintenance of our Parish. 

 

Warren 
Greenhouse Ltd 

Your choice of Red, 
Burgundy, Pink or 

White 
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The St Agnes Parish Annual Poinsettia Sale Order Form 2011 
 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:  ___________________________ 

Size of Plant  Colour  Cost  Quantity  Total  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Total purchase:  

Orders must be placed by Friday November 25th 2011  

• Fax to St. Agnes Parish Office at 519 885-6421 
• Place order form in green Poinsettia order bag at rear of church  
• Place in Sunday collection basket 

 

Pick up: December 3rd/4th weekend after ALL Masses. 

Payment: Due at pick-up please.  Thank-you! 
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