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Merry Christmas to all! 

A message from our Pastor…  

Dear Families of St. Agnes Parish 
 

I would like to extend my very best wishes for a Merry 

Christmas!  May you & your families be filled with true 

joy and peace during this season, and be blessed with 

strong faith, renewed hope and good health in the New 

Year! 

I personally would like to thank you all for the blessings of our past year at St. Agnes Parish.  Let us 

reflect with gratitude on the many contributions which make our St. Agnes Parish an active parish of 

service:  you, the people of St. Agnes who come together regularly to celebrate the Eucharist, our 

adult and children’s choirs, sacristans, lectors and ushers, our CWL, Knights of Columbus & St. Vincent 

de Paul, our altar servers, the children’s Sunday School, liturgy programs, Good Shepherd Program & 

Youth Programs and the commitment of all who lead our children, the volunteers committed to the 

beautification of our church inside and out, and the on-going efforts of our Parish Council, our office 

& rectory staff, our roof & fundraising committees...and it goes on.  Thank-you. 

 

The year ahead will see us continue with the desire to grow our St. Agnes community through 

worship and activities to bring our parish family together.  We will also work to grow our parishioner 

base, and bring in new families to St. Agnes Parish.   

 

Dear children, parents, grandparents and visitors with us this blessed Christmas season, may I extend 

God’s blessing for peace, joy and service to God in all you do.  Thank-you for your continued presence 

in celebration of the Eucharist and a very Merry Christmas to each and every one of you. 

 

Fr. Piotr Machnacki, SAC 

Pastor of St. Agnes Parish 
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2011 In Review 

Sacrament of Baptism - 47 

Sacrament of the Holy 

Eucharist- 118 

Sacrament of 

Confirmation -105 

 

Marriages  

Jacek Nawrot and Marta 

Rokicka 

Matthew Stern and Maria 

Pineda 

John Lipski and Heather 

Pollock 

Nicholas Murphy and 

Christina Murphy 

Funerals Celebrated  

Antonio Freire                       

Steve Bujna                       

Frank Reilly                       

Ethel Kehn                         

Robert Moser                      

Mario Innocent                   

Joseph Cormier 

Viola Coombes  

Hedwig Fleck         

Eleanor Brosseau     

Floyd Godwin             

Marie Schnurr             

James Lehman             

Rita Ditner                        

Dennis Betesfandiar       

Charles Hammar                

 

 

 

Thank you to all for a great 2011!  

To all of our volunteers in our Parish community, who give of their time, 
talents and gifts. This Parish is a better place because of your 
dedication. We thank you for the lives that have been transformed 
through your faithfulness to answer when you are called.  

Join the fun. We welcome individuals to join our parish in a variety of 

roles such as: 

 Coffee Sunday coordinators 

 Health committee (new) 

 Communication committee members 

 Special Events coordinators 

 Contributors at large 

 However you would like to help!  

If you can lend a hand please call our parish office:  519.885.4480 
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Elizabeth Ingle, St. Agnes Parish Council President                      

This wonderful season of Christmas and the approaching New Year is always so 
rich with reflection.  As I consider parish life over the past year I am full of 
gratitude for many things: 

 

 for the many new families who have joined us & have shared personally 
with me their joy of being a part of our community 

 for the many, many individuals and families who have been with us for years, making up the fabric of 
our diverse community, continuing to be present and supporting of our parish 

 for the struggles and challenges we have faced  as a parish community – from human dynamics, to our 
building restoration and finances; these challenges, or “opportunities in disguise” have spawned 
renewed energy, creativity and fresh enthusiasm among the majority, to grow and strengthen our 
parish...and we are beginning to see the fruits of this labour! 

 for the incredible dedication of the many individuals, adults & children,  who make up the groups, 
committees, volunteer team & staff,  so vital to running our parish 

 for Fr. Piotr, and his deep commitment to his ministry to lead us to Jesus Christ 

 for the successful completion of our roof project, and most importantly to YOU, our parish family, for 
your involvement, your support and your generous contributions to restore our parish home for many 
years to come 

 from a global perspective,  for the religious freedom, prosperity and democracy that our country 
provides us all – we must strive not to take these gifts for granted. 

And for me personally... 

 I am truly grateful and honoured to have had the opportunity to serve the parish as Parish Council 
President, and to be able to contribute time and energy to growth & progress at St. Agnes. 

 
This 2011 year was full of so many meaningful moments in our worship and spiritual development –  Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals, First Holy Communion & Confirmations.  We enjoyed the privilege of two visits by His 
Excellency Bishop Douglas Crosby – it was an honour to have him with us.  We also celebrated the 25th 
Anniversary of Fr. Piotr’s ordination – congratulations again to you Fr. Piotr! 
 

We certainly enjoyed a plentiful social calendar with many joy filled initiatives which brought us   together 
for fun and fellowship!  The Spaghetti dinner, the CWL breakfast, the June Strawberry Social, “MISSION: 
POSSIBLE!” Soccer Sundays, the Welcome Fall Social, many coffee Sundays, the Christmas Bazaar & the 
“MISSION:  POSSIBLE!” Christmas Skate...  Whew!  What a year! 
 
In closing, thank you to everyone for your dedication to our St. Agnes community.  I am excited for 2012 and 
the fresh beginnings of a New Year.  May we all welcome this year with open hearts and minds that embrace 
the possibilities in God’s gift of a New Year. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all, Elizabeth 
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Sue Egan, St. Agnes CWL President  

I did a great deal of soul searching and praying before I accepted the role as 

President. I find the work we do is rewarding – as we help so many people. 

Thank you to my Executive and to the membership at large for a wonderful 

year.   

The need continues to grow, and we need help! If you are interested in trying 

something new, meeting some new women, and making an impact in our 

parish, we have a number of positions on the council: Treasurer, Spiritual 

Development, Christian Family Life, Education and Health, Communications, and President – Elect. We also 

still need a coordinator of Funeral Luncheons. If you are interested, you may nominate yourself or a friend. 

Feel free to call me at (519) 885-2136 or talk to anyone on the Executive.   

The Catholic Women’s League of St Agnes Parish has many events I would like to share with you: 

1.  Nominations for the Maple Leaf Service Award are being accepted until January 15th, 2012.  The nominee 
must be an active league member for at least 7 years and have performed exceptional or meritorious service 
to the league.  Please address all nominations to the “CWL President”.  They may be placed in the collection 
basket.  
 
2.  Members are reminded to pay their dues of $25 by January 1st, 2012.  Cheques to “St. Agnes CWL” (post 

dated are fine) and membership forms can be put in the collection basket, marked “CWL”, or brought to the 

office at anytime.  Why not encourage friend or family member to become a CWL member by giving them a 

gift membership this Christmas?  To get one, call Barb Kleisath (519-746-1504).   

3.  The weekend of Jan 14/15 is our membership weekend.   There will be a special opportunity to ask 
questions and sign up after all Masses. All women 16 years of age of older are welcome to become CWL 
members.  Any new or perspective members are welcome to join us for our Sunday Tea that afternoon.  
 
4.  Sunday January 15, will be our Sunday Afternoon Tea at 2 pm. Tea and cake will be served. Come and 
reminisce with us while we look at photos and archive information.   
 
5.  Annual General Meeting, Tues. Jan. 31 enrollment of new members and annual reports. 
 
6.  Communion Brunch, Feb. 26, 2012. We will have a speaker from the Sisters of  Our Lady Immaculate.  
Details about menu and price will come later.   
 
7. CWL Retreat Day, Saturday March 3. Our topic is “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel Readings for Lent” lead by 
Rev. Cornelius J. O'Mahony, at St. Michaels’ Church in Waterloo. 
 

In closing, I wish everyone a very peaceful and Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Safe 2012! Sue.   
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“We should be very proud of our past 
accomplishments and be optimistic that 
we will meet our goals for the year 
ahead!” 

 

News from our FinanceTeam 

 
The past year our Parish Community was challenged with many responsibilities, and together, rose to meet 
these challenges by responding in a meaningful and positive way.  
Our Vision is to build on our vibrant family community by building a strong financial foundation. With the help 
of many our dedicated volunteers, we plan to provide a variety of initiatives which will support our goals to 
build community and manage our debt.  
 
One of our greatest accomplishments was the successful completion of the Roof Project. The replacement of 
the main, or upper Church roof was one of the top priorities for the Council to deal with in the 3 year plan.  
Most organizations have a 3 year plan that prioritizes the potential needs, and maintaining the infrastructure 
of our Parish will continue to be an ongoing process.  We took care of the biggest challenge head on in 2011, 
and as time moves forward we will pay attention to the other needs, in order to ensure we are maintaining 
our House.  The Council will be updating our rolling 3 year plan to deal with other priorities that are around 
the corner. 

Several initiatives are under way to help us accomplish our Vision such as: 

- Implementing a pre-authorized monthly charitable deposits which will allow those who wish to conveniently 
give, even when away or unable to attend services. 

- Continued communication about the importance of using our regular St. Agnes Parish collection envelopes & 
our special collection envelopes, as this saves the parish members tax dollars by maximizing on their tax 
receipts.  

- Numerous Events are planned for 2012 which will bring our community together, strengthen our 
relationships, and build momentum for the future of our Parish Community. 

- Introduction of Educational Forums to build and share ideas  including estate planning, and other topics of 
interest to parishioners, such as parenting, health and wellness, and more. 
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Thank You! 
Our Christmas Bazaar was 

a great success! 

$2104.34 
  Poinsettia  Sales 

$1000.00 
Thank you to everyone!  

 We will be visiting John O'Brien in January to present the first installment of funds raised through the Roof 
Envelope Campaign as well as our financial plan and outlook for the year ahead.  Once again we wish to Thank 
“You”  for making this possible.  

We believe that St. Agnes has great momentum, and with the leadership of this Council, Father Piotr’s 
leadership, and the strong support of Bishop Crosby, we are very confident in the future of St. Agnes Church.  
There has been a strong interest expressed by many who would like to be personally involved in our Vision of 
building a successful Church Community.  This is exciting, and we are looking towards 2012 and beyond to get 
these people involved, and engaged. 

 It is appropriate at the beginning of a new year to introduce The Census for the benefit of keeping the Church 
members' profiles up to date.  We need to recognize who our members are as we all come together to 
worship as one family. We want to learn more about our members, and most importantly how they can be 
involved. There are many family members who have been attending St. Agnes from the beginning, who are 
the foundation of this Church.  We also have gained new members, and the trends continue to show good 
potential for a growing base of families, all with special talents, and purpose.  Again, we cannot express how 
excited we are at seeing our parish family members take time after Church Mass conversing, taking time to go 
for coffee, having lunch, or getting together during the week.   

From our family to yours, we wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, with good health, and 
prosperity. 

Finance Committee Co-Chairs,  Greg Frost & Tony Maruna 

   

 
 

Introducing the  
"St. Agnes Education Cafe"  

Attend seminars on a variety 
 of topics of value to you  

and your family 
Including,  Parenting & Technology, 
Health & Wellness, Estate Planning,  

& more.  Winter 2012. 
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Coming in 2012!  
 

 
The Babysitters Exchange! 

Introducing the "MISSION: POSSIBLE!"  
Babysitting Registry.  As we begin to 

build this, sitters, please sign up in the 
parish office to include yourself on our 
register of parishioners who can offer 
their babysitting services (please note 

you must have taken a valid 
babysitting course and have full 
parental permission to register). 

 
We will update on procedure for using 

the registry in the New Year.   
Let's share our needs and our talents 

so we can help eachother! 

 



St. Agnes Parish 
Spring Cleaning 

Extravaganza Sale! 

Saturday, March 24th 

2012 

A sale exclusively for 
items for children 12 
years and younger. 

Please save your gently 
used toys, books, 
clothes, maternity 

clothes, & baby items! 
Watch for more 

information! 
       All proceeds to our Roof Project 



 

Sunday, February 19th 2012 

The St. Agnes Annual  - Pasta Dinner 

Prepared by - Ennio Renon from  Ennio’s Pasta 

House! 

Tickets on sale in mid January!  

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


