
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Charlie, Alice, Debbie and I are very happy to tell you that we are continuing our 

formation journey in the diaconate program! 

 

We were very sad last year to have to suspend our formation with family and time 

constraints. But thankfully, the Diocese of Hamilton has decided to begin its own 

Permanent Diaconate Formation Program and our Bishop Doug has very 

graciously invited us to return to the program for this year. 

 

The program of formation is organized differently than the Toronto Diocese 

(where we were enrolled previously) and the logistics and scheduling are such 

that transferring to this program makes it much more feasible. 

 

One never knows what the Father has in store for us, and it seems that this entire 

journey has been guided by grace – had we remained in Toronto, we would not 

be able to transfer. However, now we have the advantage of working from our 

own diocese, keeping us closer to home. Being part of the first class to graduate 

from Hamilton’s own Permanent Diaconate Formation Program will be a privilege. 

 

We look forward to working and studying toward this goal and, in the meantime, 

serving you in St. Agnes Parish as much as we are able throughout this process. 

Although I may be less visible because my job in sacramental preparation ended 

in June, I still keep you all in my prayers. 

 

Once again, we just want to say thank you to all of you who have helped out with 

Charlie and Alice as they’ve grown up in this Church. We appreciate the notion 

that it “takes a village” to raise a child, and we are thankful for those of you who 

treat them as family, stop them from running around when we’re busy at Holy 

Mass and generally keep an eye on them as we try to serve – we welcome the 

help!!  Our family continues to depend on your support and prayers and we feel 

very blessed to have the love of such a wonderful community. 

 

Ed MacIntosh 

 


