
Dear St. Agnes, 

 

I write this letter from St. Augustine seminary, Toronto, where classes are underway and all the 

seminarians are busy with readings. I thought I would take some time away from my 

assignments to let everyone know where I am in formation and just how long it will be until, 

God willing, I will be a priest. 

 

I have been in seminary for four years. The first three years were spent at Saint Philip seminary, 

Toronto, where I received my degree in philosophy. The church has always valued philosophy as 

a tool to understand our faith better; also, since philosophy is not associated with any particular 

religion, it provides a ground for dialogue with other faiths. This is why the Church insists that 

her priests study philosophy. I enjoyed my time studying philosophy at St. Phillips seminary but 

after three short years it was time to move on. 

 

It was time to study theology. Theology is the study of God which includes such topics as The 

Trinity, The Incarnation, Scripture, Church History, and Others. There are two theological 

seminaries in Ontario: St. Peter's seminary in London and St. Augustine's seminary in Toronto. I 

chose to remain in Toronto and study at St. Augustine seminary; however, there is an annual 

hockey game between the two seminaries which keeps us in close contact. In my initial days of 

theology at St. Augustine's I found the studies difficult. The topics were new, the professors were 

new, and the teaching style was new. We had fewer class hours and more reading assignments. I 

was a little worried, but after completing my first few assignments, I knew everything was going 

to be fine. I have never been much of an academic, but with the help of God, I have been able to 

handle everything that seminary has asked of me. I take this as a sign that I am in the right place. 

 

I am now in my second year of theology at St. Augustine's and look forward to whatever God 

has planned for me. Each year has its own set of challenges whether they are academic, or 

spiritual, and they all provide opportunities for growth. As it stands, I have four years left in the 

seminary. These four years will be opportunities to grow and receive the experience necessary to 

be a good priest. It may sound like a long time, but when we give our time to the Lord, we are 

rewarded beyond our expectations. I await that day when God grants to me the precious gift of 

the priesthood and I hope you will all be there to support me.  

 

As always, I ask you for your prayers, and know that I am praying for you. 

 

God bless, 

 

David Reitzel  

September 2012 

 

 

 


