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Well, this year has certainly flown by and there have been so many things that 

have blessed us on our journey. Foremost on our list have been our friends, 

without whom we couldn’t have succeeded in another year of study. Our deepest 

gratitude goes out to those who care for our children, Charlie & Alice, when we 

spend time in our diaconate studies. Ever since we adopted them and brought 

them home, you, our church family, have cared for them in many ways: from 

chasing them down in the aisles as toddlers, to breaking up their sibling 

squabbles as they sneak in the office while we’re busy at Mass!  

 

We are so grateful to those of you who watch over them in the church and in the 

hall when we get busy serving in the sanctuary or playing the organ. It was only 

a couple of months ago, during the busy Holy Week time when Alice said to Deb, 

she wanted to go with her up to the church while she was working on 

preparations. Alice simply said, “Well, you can work, and someone from my 

church family can babysit me, Mommy.”  

 

While many more go unmentioned, we must make special mention of thanks to 

the Wardell Family, the Schill Family, the Seitz Family, the Ingle Family, and the 

Spence Family. We would never be able to continue in our studies without your 

support and care for our precious children. 

 

This year began with a propaedeutic period (a time of discernment) when we got 

to continually examine our call and listen to what God is calling us to do. We 

were paired with a mentor deacon couple who meet with us weekly, along with 2 

other deacon candidate couples and share our prayer, our ministries and learn 

about the Diaconate. In 1 or 2 sessions monthly, we study at the chancery office 

under the direction of Deacon Peter Gittens, Fr. Mark Gatto, now Bishop Daniel 

Miehm, and of course, at the behest of Bishop Doug Crosby.  

 

The rest of the year we studied Sacred Scripture (particularly Old Testament, 

Psalms & Prophets), some of the Vatican Documents, Fundamental Theology, 

and shared with the other 5 deacon candidates of the Hamilton Diocese currently 

in this formation program. We couldn’t begin to list all the wonderful things we 

shared with one another, but some of the things we really enjoyed were those 

times in discussion with the Old Testament, largely misunderstood or left as too 

hard to interpret, now coming to life in lively discussion and lovely revelation as 

we shared with one another, and our fantastic scholar-teacher, Jerry Creeden. 

 



Excellent Vatican documents we studied this year were “Fides et Ratio” – “Faith 

and Reason”; “Deus Caritas Est” – the beautiful “God is Love”; and “Dei 
Verbum” – “God’s Word.” You can enjoy these just by reading from the Vatican 

website, and you can print them, too. 

 

One of the loveliest things we do is share Eucharist together in a tiny chapel in 

the Cathedral basement. There, with just a few people, it is so intimate and 

meaningful; the candidates also learn and get a chance to experience what some 

of our “jobs” will be during the Sacred Liturgy.  

 

It’s been a wonderful year of learning and we’re blessed now to have Bishop 

Meihm be watching over us as we continue our journey. Please continue to pray 

for us, we humbly ask you to continue to help us care for our children, (as it 

seems that you have become the “village” that is helping us raise our children), 

and we, as always will continue to hold you ever in our prayers. 

 

Ed & Debbie MacIntosh 
 

 


