
Greetings to you…our St. Agnes Parish family, 

I wish to begin this short note as I always do, with a word of thanks 

for all that you do to support my family and I as we continue on the 

journey toward ordination as a Permanent Deacon. 

Without your ongoing support; helping to look after Charlie & Alice 

as we attend meetings, financial help to off-set the expenses we 

incur, and the continual prayer support we receive; we would not be 

able to take part in the Diaconate Formation Program. 

This past weekend (Jan. 17-19) we were blessed to be able to 

participate in a retreat at the Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre in Niagara 

Falls.  The Retreat was led by Bishop Daniel Miehm, Auxiliary 

Bishop-Diocese of Hamilton.  Bishop Miehm led us through some 

reflections on the importance of the Word of God and how we 

would use the Word in our ministries as Deacons. 

On Saturday morning during the celebration of Holy Mass, Bishop 

Miehm installed myself and the four other Deacon Candidates to 

the Ministry of Lector for the Diocese of Hamilton.  This means that 

at the behest of the Bishop I am officially able to proclaim the Word 

at any Parish in the Diocese. 

As a part of the rite, Bishop Miehm told us, “As readers and bearers 
of God's word, you will assist in this mission, and so take on a 
special office within the Christian community; you will be given a 
responsibility in the service of the faith, which is rooted in the word 
of God. You will proclaim that word in the liturgical assembly, 
instruct children and adults in the faith and prepare them to receive 
the sacraments worthily. You will bring the message of salvation to 
those who have not yet received it. Thus with your help men and 
women will come to know God our Father and his Son Jesus 
Christ, whom he sent, and so be able to reach eternal life. 



In proclaiming God's word to others, accept it yourselves in 
obedience to the Holy Spirit. Meditate on it constantly, so that each 
day you will have a deeper love of the Scriptures, and in all you say 
and do show forth to the world our Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

I consider it such a blessing to be able to share this journey and 
these experiences with you and I ask for your prayers as we 
continue. 

By the Grace of God, I will be ordained to the Diaconate in June of 
2016.  May God continue to bless our family with your support and 
encouragement and may He bless you as you undertake this 
journey with us. 

Ed 


