
Greetings to you, our St. Agnes Parish Family, 

It has been too long since my last note to you, so I thought the start of the New Year 
would be a good time to give you an update on my Formation Program. 

As you are aware, I am currently in the third year of the 4 year program of study to 
become a Permanent Deacon.  This process has been a time of great blessings for me 
and our family.  The blessing we have received from you, our Parish Family, has been 
nothing short of miraculous.  Several of you have welcomed Charlie and Alice into your 
homes, and hearts, to allow us to attend our monthly educational sessions at the 
Chancery Office in Hamilton.  Also, we are grateful to those who assist with care to 
allow us to attend our bi-weekly meetings in Guelph.  There is absolutely no way we 
could be taking part in this program without such caring support and we remain 
eternally grateful. 

During the first part if this third year, we have continued our studies on topics such as; 
Patristics (the early Fathers of the Church). The Trinity, Liturgy and Sacraments of 
Initiation (RCIA).  In the rest of the year we will look at; Pastoral Theology, Canon Law, 
and Homiletics. 

I have also been doing a Practicum Placement at one of the hospitals in our area, 
spending time each week working as a member of the Spiritual Care Team.  This has 
been a very rewarding ministry as I have had the chance to not only bring Holy 
Communion to a number of patients and their families, but also to have the chance to 
meet some wonderful people and hear the stories of their lives. 

Within the next couple of weeks you may begin to see me at the Altar a bit more as 
well.  I will be Installed by Bishop Daniel Miehm as an Acolyte.  This ministry, which 
has changed over the years, has been most commonly associated with that of Altar 
Server.  While serving and assisting at the Altar is at the heart of the ministry it 
includes much more responsibility than a “regular” Altar Server would have. 

This is one of the final steps toward my Ordination as a Deacon and I am looking 
forward to assuming the additional responsibilities that go with the role. 

Please continue to pray for me and for our family as we continue on this journey of 
faith. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Ed MacIntosh 


